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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
BUCKINGHAM PALACE HABS No. VA-979
Location: Corrs Hill, Charluttesville, Virginia.
Owner: The Univergity of Virginia.
Present State: Dormant.

Significance: Buckingham Palace is a two room cottage dating from the
mid nineteenth century. It is a remnant of a nineteenth
century student dormitory complex on Carrs Hill that was
largely destroyed when the University of Virginia President’s
House was built on the site,

I. HISTORIC INFORMATION.

Following is a record of the ownership of Carrs Hill from 1828.
Prior to that time the tract was part of the estate of James Burnley.

Albemarle County Deed Book 27, page 132, recorded May 7, 1828.
Daniel A. Piper and wife
to
Mary Garner, daughter of James Burnley decd
42 5/8 scres
$10.

Alvemarle County Deed Book 27, page 136, recorded May 7, 1828.
Mary Garner
to
Daniel A. Piper and wife
42 5/8 acres
$10.

Albemarle County Deed Book 28, page 6, recorded May 6, 1829.
Deniel A, Piper
to ,
Arthur S. Brockenbrough
L2 5/8 acres
$1065.625.
From a mulberry stump on Turnpike Road opposite the University of
Virginia, ¥ 27 1/2° E, 83 3/4 poles; 5 43 1/3° E, G5 poles;
s L6 1/26 E, 10 1/2 poles; S 21 1/2° W, 54 voles; 35 1/2 poles
on the sazme line to Turnpike Road; along Turnpike Road 92 35/100
poles to commencement.
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Albemarle Counlty Will Book 11, pege 78, recorded May 28, 1832.
Will of Arthur S. Brockenbrough.
"My cstate real and personal in R chmond and Albemarle to
brothers John and Thomas Brockenbrough "to dispose of the same
or such parts thercof as they may think proper, and from the
proceeds to pay all my just debts, and the remainder either of
property or money to divide among my wife and children.”

Alvemarlie County Chancery Order Book 2, pages 1,2k,82, October 15, 18%0,
John Deuslas, execubor for John Dougslas decd., plaintiffl
TS .
John O'Neal, Daniel Piper, Elizabeth Piper, and Ann Burnley widow
of James Burnley decd., defendants.
"The court is of ovinion that while the whole of the land of
James Burnley decd. purchased by the parties aforesald, is liable
to the claims of the plaintiff. . the portion last seld, is first
liable, . Arthur 3. Brockenbrough was the last purchaser thereof. .
and therefore the land bought by him is first liable."
Therefore unless William H. Brockenbrough, son of Arthur S.
Brockenbrough, shall within €0 days pay to the plaintiff the sum of
$1140.99 plus legal interest of $5L8, the court orders that
"Alexander Rives and James W. Saunders, who are hereby appointed
commissioners for that purpose, shall. ." sell the property under
guestion to sebtle the claim.

Albemarie County Chancery Order Book 3, page 215, July 20, 1851.
The court determines "the bonds executed by S. DeVere for the land
purchased by him, to have been fully paid off & discharged, and that
he is now entitled to a deed for said land.”

Alvemarle County Deed Book S50, page 483, recorded June 30, 1852,
James W. Saunders, commissioner,
to
Schele DeVere
b2 5/8 acres

Albemarle County Deed Dook 51, page 100, recorded July 1, 1852,
Schele DeVere
Lo
Thomag J. Randolph
Lo 5/8 acres
$hh ©

Albemarle County Deed Took 52, page 542, recorded June 19, 185h.
Thomas J. Randolph
to
Mrs. Sidney 5. Carr
42 acres Yon whicli she now resides’

HLLEO

T

Albemarle County Deed Book G0, page 64, recorded November 1k, 1863.
Mrs. Sidney 5. Carr
to
Addison Maupin
42 5/8 acres, "Carrs Kill"
30,200 (Confederate dollars?)
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‘ Albemarle County Deed Book (3, page 32, rcecorded July 1, 1867,
. Addison Mauplin
to
Rector and Board of Visitors, University of Virglnis
42 5/8 acres, "Carrs Hill"
$10,000.00

The 1554 deed, Trhomas J. Randolph to Mrs. Sidney 3. Cerr, is
the earliest reference to occupancy of the tract. A plat of the

Uhiversityl

drawn in 1858 or 1859 vy William A. Pratt, Superintendant
of Buildings and Grounds, shows a portion of the dormitory complex
that was on Carrs Hill, and a larger building presumed to be the dining
Hall run by Mrs. Carr. The plat does not show Buckingham Palace,

There 1s an unsubstantiated account2 which attributes Buckinghem
Palace to two University students, Williem G, Fleld and Fhilip 3.

_ Jones. The University catalogs and alumni records3 show that these
‘l’.

two were students in 1857-58 and 1858-59, and that Field was a student
in 1859-60 and 1860-61. Both were from Orange County, Virginia.

The earliest positive reference to Buckinghanm Palace 1s In James
Southall, Ig_@bédpays QEWEXfXQEEh% Mr, Southall was & student from 1888.
e wrote that, during his ctudent days,

Not 2 single fraternity house was then in existence, the nearest

thing to it belng the little onefstorey cottage on Car?'s [fil1l 5

where the Dekes used to hold their Ssturday night meetings. .

1, University of Virginia, Alderman Library, Manuscripts Division.

2. Charlottesville Dully Trogress, June 30, 197h; Jane MacNelly,
""Palace” lws traces of past'.

. Students of the University of Virginia, Baltimore, 1878.
2

- 4, TIn The Days of My Youth: When I was & Student in the University
. _ of Virginis, 1888-1893, Chapel Hill, 1947.

5. Tbid., p.66.



. The "Dekes” were the members of the Della Kappua Wpsilon frater-
nity. Mr, Southall also wrote thal in 1891-92,

Qur club meetings were held pretty regularly every Saturday
night in the little DKE cottage on Carr's Hill where Tom Wood
and Jeff Norris used to room together when I first came to
college.”

During this period, the archives and secret meetings of the
fraternity were kept in the cottage, which was continuvously cceupled
by a fraternlty member.

Following is a list of kunown occupénts of Buckingham Palace?

1892-93
Murray M. McGuire, Ridhmond (DKE)

1893-9k
Jonn Garnett Nelson, Alexandris (DKTI) and
Eenry Carrington Reily, Houston, Virginie (DEE)

1894-95
. Nelscon and Reily

1895-96
Cadwell Herrick, Shelbyville Illinois

1896-97 ‘
Meriwether Blair Dickenson, Worshem, Virginia, and
Preston Yhite Campbell, Abingden, Virginie
i
1897-38

Dickenson and

Edwin Boinest OSetzler, Pomeria, South Carclina

1898-99
Fdward Raynsford Warner Mclabe, Richmond

1899-1500
MeCabe

1000-01
George Ilarvison Wallace, Canandaigun, Now York

6. Ibid., p.l75.

. T. Corks and Curls, published annually by the students of the Univerw
sity of Virginia, volumes 6-15, 1893-1903.
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1002-03
Stuart Gatewood Gibhoney, W, thoville, Virginla
Other occupants of Buckingham Palace pogsibly includes

1859-£0
Willicgy Q. Field and Philip 3. Jones {(Mac¥elly)

post-1865
Philip B. and Betty Morris Jones (MacWelly)

c.1888-89
Tom Wood and Jeff Norris (Southall)

1903~0k
William C. Latimer (Wame scratched on window)

post~190k

John Sherwood Widdicombe (Name scratched on window)

The greater part of the Carrs Will dormiteries were torn down In
the early twentieth century, when the President's IHouse was built on
the site. Buckingham Palace and one two-story portion of the older
complex were preserved,

University President E.F.Shannon, who lived at Carrs Hill from
1960 to 1975, utilized Buckingham Palace as a playhouse for his daugh-

ters. The buillding is not in use now,



T ohesw Mo,
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ARCHLMCIU NG IRGCRTTITON

A, Buckingbam Palace is a8 one-story, two-room brick cottage,
built during the latter part of the nineteenth cenbury.
It was originally used as student housing.

i

. Txterior

1. Dlwenslons: Zreadih 220 1 /LY Depts 157 i
from Floorline to ridge of roof 13' 3 1/2"; Height from
floorline to top of chimney 18' 5",

oo o

2. TFoundations: Brick, depth and form unknown.

3. Walls: Brick, laid in common bond with bonding courses
generally every eighth course. Bonding courses on ad-
jacent walls do not correspond. Extensive repointing.

*,  Structural system: Brick bearing-wall.

5. Porcer: PExiension of roof ovor door and window of csctern
Toeads, Wocasn structurs with rooiinz. ISurpsorted
- . ;i

iy LWo wooken mempers, curved, Joining tne brick wall.

6. Chimneys Brick, csntered on roof ridge, with sheet-tin
flashing around the base, Fourteen brick courses ajove
the flashing, then one course corbelled 1" out, two courses
corbelled 1" further out, one final course set 1" back in.
Mortar cap, 1/L4" thick, about half gone. The chimney is
one brick thick throughout. The shaft measures 1' b 1/2"
broad by 2' 1" deep. Al its largest, the chimney measures
1' 9" broad and 2' 6% deep. Heignt from ridge of roof is
5t 1 1/2". Some repointing of mortar joinmta.

7. Door: On eastern facade, 3' 1/2" wide and &' 6 3/8" tali.
Wood, with ninc glass panes, ecach 8 1/4" by 1% 3/4", TFour
inset panels, two side-by-side on interior and exterior,
each 7 3/0" wide and 12 3/4" tall, with 1 1/2" borders.
he door and its muntins are painted black on the exterior,
and light blue on the interior. Wooden frame and sill.

8. Windows: Tour windows of varying size and form.
Northern window 1o a cananent, opening outwards, 2' 2 1/9"
wide and &0 10" Lol e tde Tl wooden Pramee, Tl touse
panes measuve 3 3/ by th 3/h",
Wortern windovw i3 o G over & donble-lume, peasuring 37 1"
wide and 5' 6 1/4" tall incide itz wooden frame, Tis panes
measure 9 3/ by 14 3/L". Two panes have scratehed inscrip-
tions {nec IE, C, T). _
Southiern window is a G over & double-hung, messuring 37 1"
wide and 4? 9" tall inside its wooden framc. TPanes measure
9 1/2" vy 11 1/2",
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o Fastern window 15 a G over O dowble=tomg, measvring
¢ 21 10 7/8" wide and 4! 9" hall inside its wooden frame.
E Panes measure 9 1/2" by 11 1/2". Two wooden louvered
ihu’gl;,lers , painted black, each measuring 1' 5 1/4" vy
\ .

9. TRoof: BSheet tin, with raisced seams and attached tin gut-
ters., Tromed with wocd. Attic Inaccesible., The tin is
in very poor condition.

10. Cornices: Three brick courses, each corbelled out 1".
. Roofing tin overlaps partially the top course on east and
K west. Top course on north and south painted white and

; partially overlapped by gable ornament.

‘ 11. CGables: WNorthern and southern facades have ornamental
woodwork under roof gables. Vertical wooden boards,
painted white. The lower edges on the northern gable
5 are cut at a 30° angle from the horfizontal. The lower

s

edges on the southern gable are cut at a 45° angle. The
upper edges on both gables are covered by roofing tin and
wooden rouldings.

. nterior.

1, Plan: Two rooms. The southern room measures 13! 3 3/4"
. by 9' 5 1/8", with the fireplace bake protruding into the
' space. The northern room measures 13° 4™ by 107 7 1/4".
The fTireplace opens into the northern room. The northern
room has three windows. A thin framed wall separates the
two rooms. ‘

O S T

2. Flooring: Variable-width wooden boards, running northf-}'

south., Tloor framing Inaccesible. A brick hearth iIs
1T1lush with the flooring, aud mcasures H' 7" by 1' 47,

: 2, Walls and ceilinpg: Plaster, painted white. Ceiling

e height varies between 8' 11" and 9t 1". Wall and ceil-
ing framing inaccesible. No interior cornices. Base-
voards 5 3/4" high, with 3/4" quarter-rounds.

T

a
—
-

. Doorways: One interlor doorway, without a door, between
chimey and fromt door. 6' 8 1/L" high, 2' 8" vide.
2 Wooden moulding around. No sill.

Ge o Hordwores i ccbvieand oulletn wd Tieht ixbures, sdded
al an aknown date. . :

. Tireplace: BErick, opening into northern rcom., Fireplace
B opendue moeusures 28 8 1/8" wide, 2t 30 3/8" tall. The
width Lapers Lo 1° 4" at Lhe Lack. 'Me tirvepluace iz 1Y 5"
devp at Uloor level, tapering to 10 3" ot the Gop.

i R
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The fireplace brick 1v paint.d block. TJe wall plusler
alt the front of the fireplac: opening is also black.

There is & wooden framing around the opening, 4' 5 1/2"
wide, painted light blue. The framing supports a mantel-
shelf, 5' 5 5/8" long and 7 1/2" wide, at a height of

Lr o1 3/h",

There is an unpainted brick hearth, flush with the floor.
The rear of the firevlace, which protrudes into the south-

grn room, 13 white-painted brick.

T. Inscriptions: Two of the window-panes of the wesiern
windows have scratched inscriptions. The upper central
pane of the bottom sash is inscribed:

W.C.latimer, Balton, S.C. A rainy, snowy day,
Jan. 20, 1903.

The lower central pane of the bottom sash, the pane
Immediately below the Tirst-mentioned pane, is inscribed:

From this window, pensive, have I seen

What I was and what I might have been.

The past and future dim, like yonder mount,

And 1ife is such & brief, uncertzin fount.
John Sherwoed Widdicombe

Site

Buckingham Palace is on Carrs Iill, to the north of the
Jefferconian buildings for the Univeruity of Virpinia,
Another froement of the nineteenth-century complex stands
north and eacst ol Buckingham Palace. To the eazst of
Buckingham Palace, 85 feet away, iz the University of
Virginia President's House, ecalled Carys Uill. A parggre

i directly north of Duelchysham Yalaceo.  The ndfle i mivine-
Lalned by Lhe Universily ol Virginda Department of Bullding:
and Groundc.,




Tt
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PROJEC TREFORMATTON

This proJject was preparcd or the claso, Meusured Druwing: _

Studies in Vernacular Arvchitecture, al the Universitly of Virpinia,

wnder the direction of X. Edward Ley, Assoclate Profesczor of

Architecture, during the spring semecter, 1976, by John Wellc,
undergraduate otudent of Architectural Jlistory. This material was domated
to HABS, and was neither supervised by the Survey, nor edited by members of
the HABS staff.
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